
                                Open Space and Land Acquisition Committee 

                Thursday, October 30
th

 2014 Special Meeting Minutes 

                     4:00 PM Municipal Center Assembly Room- Southington, CT 

  

Members Present: All regular members were present with the exception of Miss Clock. 

Also in attendance were David Lavallee, Assistant Southington Town Planner and Mark 

Sciota, Town Attorney/ Deputy Town Manager.  

 

Chair Urillo called the meeting to order at 4:00 PM 

 

The first order of business was to approve minutes from May 31st’s Special Meeting; 

motion to approve by Mr. Borowy, Seconded by Mr. Brumback- motion passed with all 

in favor. 

 

At this point in time, the Executive Session Portion of the meeting was taken up upon a 

consensus of the committee at 4:05, motion by Mr. Borowy, Second by Mr. Brumback- 

all in favor to discuss real estate matters; representatives from Hawk’s Landing were 

present; Mr. Berkmoes recused himself from this portion of the Executive Session. 

 

Executive Session ended at 4:39 PM upon a motion by Mr. Borowy and Second by Mr. 

Brumback. At this point in time, Mr. Pockock and Mr. Brumback excused themselves 

from the meeting; Mr. Sciota will sit for Mr. Brumback. 

 

Mr. Berkmoes rejoined the Committee. The regular portion of the meeting continued with 

an update on the Forest Management Plan for Crescent Lake. Mr. Lavallee was given 

three options by the Forester, Eric Hansen, on how to move forward; 

 

1. The timber harvest area can be marked out so the volume and value numbers can be 

projected this Fall, invasives survey can be conducted to suggest/apply treatment; 

 

2. Just the boundaries of the harvest can be delineated; 

 

3. No activity until Spring.  

 

Mr. Lavallee recommended the first option which will keep the project moving. Public 

notice via posting in the kiosk and likely the town website will update residents on the 

progress and schedule. The Committee agreed that this is the best course of action.  

 

The next agenda item was an update of the POCD; Chair Urillo indicated that she has 

been involved with the POCD Committee and is making open space a priority within the 

plan. Mr. Lavallee stated that as far as input goes, the town’s website has a section 

devoted to the POCD. Information gathering from residents and committee members is 

still ongoing and mapping is being produced to help focus on areas that are a priority for 

preservation. Options for preservation of parcels can include the purchase of development 

rights, which came next as a topic of discussion. A map showing private parcels in town 



greater than 5 acres has been generated and will be used for planning purposes as a 

prioritized list will need to be generated for targeted acquisition of such rights. 

 

Chair Urillo shared a presentation from a conference sponsored by the Connecticut Land 

Conservation Council; the Trust for Public Land had a segment on the Economic Benefits 

of Land Conservation. Miss Urillo encouraged members to read the presentation. Chair 

Urillo also recently attended a walk focusing on the kettle bogs in town, many of which 

are found on preserved land. Mr. Robert Kuchta, former Asst. Town Planner for 

Southington organized and hosted the walk. These valuable resources contain rare species 

such as carnivorous plants and orchids. Miss Urillo reported that it was a very 

educational walk and asked members to consider participating the next time it is offered. 

 

Mr. Borowy attended a Conservation Policy Summit at the Conn. Forest and Parks 

Assoc. that focused on Open Space; Mr. Borowy shared a bulleted list of background info 

on State conservation goals as well as tools commonly used to help acquire open space. 

Miss Miceli noted that the Committee should establish a goal similar to what the State 

has done for preserving a certain percentage of land area as open space; the State has 

settled on 10% of land area comprised of state land and 11% municipal owned state-

wide. Having a cohesive policy on what makes good open space is key; Southington has 

been very active and quite successful in the past with open space acquisition and intends 

to apply for the State grant offered annually for such purpose. Mr. Lavallee will discuss 

what parcel he would like to focus on for this coming grant round. 

 

In discussing the various opportunities for open space preservation throughout town, the 

Committee feels that the quickest way to make reasonable and timely offers is to have 

funding readily available; as such, a referendum for funding of open space purchases will 

likely be put forth for next November.  

 

A discussion on the status of the community gardens was up next; Miss Sica noted that 

there have been some issues with current participants not cleaning up the garden beds as 

required in the garden rules. Additionally, an invasive mugwart plant has been overtaking 

the area surrounding the garden; Miss Sica has made numerous attempts to control the 

weed but is asking for outside suggestions from Master Gardeners. Miss Miceli suggested 

that perhaps the gardens could fall under the LEAF program, where more oversight 

would be likely. Mr. Lavallee will coordinate a removal plan. Some consideration has 

been given to installing a fence at the East Street garden to act as a screen, further 

discussion regarding this will occur. Chair Urillo stated that some clearing is needed at 

the entrance to aid in sight line vantage. Miss Miceli excused herself at this time (5:13 

PM). 

 

The meeting dates for the 2015 calendar year were approved unanimously. At this point 

in time, the committee voted to convene a second Executive Session to discuss real estate 

matters upon a motion by Mr. Sciota and Second by Mr. Borowy with all in favor at 5:15 

PM. Motion to end Executive Session at 5:32 PM by Mr. Sciota, Second by Mr. Borowy 

with all in favor. 

 



A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Mr. Sciota, Seconded by Mr. Berkmoes; 

passed with all in favor at 5:33 PM. 

 

 

 


